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NORWAY.* 

By R. T. PRITCHETT, F.S.A. 




they can trot down the hill ! 



CHAPTER XII. 

[ VERY traveller taking to pony travelling 
in Norway is implicit in this belief — 
that there is no danger of the animal 
ever falling; it is a happy and com- 
fortable faith. The ''blakken" are 
rare good animals, cream-coloured, 
with dark points, hog manes like hat- 
brushes, with white down the 
centre, the black being outside ; 
their hind legs should be rather 
zebra marked. From their first 
childhood they are petted, and 
their intelligence and stolid kind- 
liness requite the care of the 
owners. They trot well ; and how 
As they crouch and run close to 
the ground they need never be handed; no "ands" required, 
as the British groom would describe it. Still, exception proves 
the rule, and we arrive at an instance in this '*stolkjaer" 
trip. We were going over the crest of a grand mountain 
road ; below us a large lake, glorious range of mountain 
beyond. The deep tone of the fir forest added solemnity to the 
scene, and our good health and enjoyment of such company 
made it a happy moment in Norwegian travel. The Paymaster- 
General was leading — driving fast, as was his wont; for his 
driving was as the driving of Jehu. The Tentmaster-General 
was next, with a huge Norwegian sitting by his side. In a 
second came the transformation scene — nothing visible to the 
Patriarchal eye but the soles of the boots of the two persons of 
the stolkjaer, the expanse of sole of the huge Norwegian being a 
contrast to the small neat extremity of the Tentmaster, who was 
shot out at a high velocity, and stunned by the unavoidable con- 
cussion with earth which followed ; we laid him in the heather by 
the side of the road, anxious for his recovery. Happily he soon 
came round, but was much shaken ; it was, therefore, necessary 
to proceed very gently, to avoid further shaking, intending to wait 
until we could get the advice of a doctor in a day or two. This 
assumes the form of real travel, when doctors are two days 
distant or more, and you carry your own lint and medicine. 
Thankful were we to see the return of the old smile on the 
■ Tentmaster' s face and hear from his own lips the welcome 
bulletin, *' I am better." Suf&ce to say the pony was not hurt. 
The big Norwegian had a ** schaal'* of whisky, and, we fancied, 
was ready to be thrown out again to obtain a second remedy. 
Soon after we arrived at Jolster Vand, by Nedre Vasenden. 
The station here is a huge wooden house — may we say dreary ? 
The next morning, however, brought its joys and happy combi- 
nation of circumstances ; the invalid much better, the bright 
July morning perfect ; there was service at the Annexe Kirk 
along the Vand, or Lake, and we purposed going by boat 
with some peasants, and a most enjoyable row it was. As we 
neared the church we found many boats already arrived, and 
invited by the loveliness of the morning, the beauties of Jolster 
had congregated and looked their best. Many stolkjaers were 
standing round the walls of the churchyard, and the ponies 
were enjoying themselves, nibbling the short grass as far round 
as their tether would allow them. There were very many boats 
and some quaint costumes. These good church- going peasantry 
arrive early ; as many are so far apart, and seldom meet except 
on these occasions or on some special business, we cannot be 
surprised to find that instead of opening the meeting with 
prayer the prelude on the part of the men is to blend a little 

* Continued from page 8. 



worldly talk before church, while the girls, according to their 
custom, complete their toilets from the contents of their "teenas," 
or travelling boxes : the contents being a mixture of old silver 
brooches, silk handkerchiefs, and flad brod ; in some cases the 
butter is carried separately in a small teena. One incident struck 
us very forcibly — the kindly interest the girls took in each 
success of neat finish of dress ; only fancy three nice looking 
**piges," or girls, sitting one behind the other, each plaiting the 
hair of the girl in front of her. What absence of secret as to 
capillary arrangements! No ''Lady Audley's Secret" (which 
Punch said was her back hair). No ; each girl wished her friend 
to look her best, finally adjusting a string here and putting a 
brooch quite square which was a little askew, for there were 
no looking-glasses about. Then there were several other 




The Lych Gate^ Nordfjord, 

objects of interest ; the black caps of the Jolster women are very 
curious, with a little white showing all round the edge ; the 
covering up or hiding the hair has a very mediaeval appearance 
and character, and the nice little stand-up collars give a more 
modern character to the neck. The plaiting of their homespun 
dresses is very close indeed. On this occasion there were two or 
three knots of people, suggestive of something of unusual interest; 
we found the centre of each to be a Httle baby brought to be 
christened, surrounded by admiring relatives. Such babies ! 
such funny little many-coloured chrysalis-looking pets, swaddled 
and rolled up ! the swaddling bands being of many colours, the 
more brilliant the better— red, white, green and crimson, with 
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the cross frequently introduced, and generally so worked as to 
come uppermost in the band in the process of swaddling. The 
binding arrangement seems the same as is common in Brittany, 
where they sometimes have a ring at the back whereby to hang 
the child up while the mother goes to work. No one could have 
seen this peaceful Sunday morning without being struck with the 




Arrow Heads and Sword : Bergen Museum. 

beautifully clean appearance of every one there — the homespun 
("vadmel") looks so sound and so like to wear well, the old 
silver ornaments so respectable and heirloomy. And yet on week- 
days, when the women are seen in the every-day slavery of their 
roughest out-door life, it seems unreasonable to expect that 
they could be so purified and well turned out as every Sunday 
testifies. What a contrast was this glorious sunshine and 
joyous meet, to the bleak dark days of winter, when perhaps, a 
hundred and fifty pairs of long snow shoes, of eight feet, are set 
up round the church, waiting their owners' bidding to start 
home I 

After this cheerful bright spot in travel we went on to ^he next 
station— if such it could be called. We intended making a 
meal there, and rather looked forward to it. Nothing, not a 
single thing, could be had, either ''would not or could not.'' 
We therefore made a fire, and into a black pot put some tin 
. portable soup, sliced some "Brand's" gravy-looking cut biscuits, 
whilst the Tent-master tried to do the soup. The Patriarch in 
vain sought a wooden spoon ; not even that to be got ; so the 
soup was stirred and tasted with a birch twig. But he made a 
discovery — ^whilst spoon-hunting in a drawer, which would only 
partly open, there was the end of a mutton bone ; perseverance 
was rewarded, the drawer was opened ; but the result worse than 
a blank, for the shoulder blade-bone of mutton was bare, save 
the green fluffy mould in which it was mantled. Some people 
may say, " Not so bad ; soup and biscuit, biscuit and soup, is a 
change." Still, in long journeys and stolkjaers over rough ground 
you have no idea how it shakes about and becomes restless. — 
Moral : always carry a spoon, and above all, never start any- 
where without a nosebag, with plenty in it. 

This Nordfjord district is one of special interest now, as recent 
discoveries have corroborated the old traditions of its close as- 
sociation with the Viking period ; a period bearing so power- 
fully on our own national character, that the subject should be 
My treated and the extant remains of the Sea Kings' real life 



placed carefully before us. For the nonce it will suffice to refer 
to one particular tumulus, recently discovered and successfully 
opened in Nordfjord. As Denmark rejoices in and is much in- 
debted to the archseologian enthusiasm, deep research, and sound 
knowledge of Professor Worsaae, so Norway is fortunate in having 
the devotion of one who, like M. Lorang, not only tries to lay 
these earth-bound and precious relics before us, but actually 
rescues them for our benefit and that of posterity ; not only 
interests the dry antiquarian and connoisseur, but in a far larger 
way draws together closer bonds of union and interest between 
nations. It is remarkable that a Roman emperor was the means 
of developing the sea-powers of the Scandinavians rather than 
they themselves ; and only recently in Denmark some interesting 
coins of Marcus Aurelius have been found in a tumulus. 

The contents of the Nordfjord tumulus were as follows : 
Boat with iron rivets, 25 metres long ; a bit, 54 bosses of shields 
or umbos, stirrup ; a drinking bowl, of immense interest, being 
so well enameled ; sword, with silver work ; key of treasure 
chest, spear head, bow, comb inlaid with colour, gold ring, 
dice, arrows, deck-marbles, beads and amulets, bones of horse 
and kid, belt of bronze, and belt-knife. 

Having heard what tradition says about the funeral rites of 
the great ones, the contents of this tumulus are especially 
interesting for corroborating their history as handed down to us ; 
and in these investigations the numismatic corroborations are 
undeniable. We are much indebted to the pagan customs and 
rites for the valuable materials brought to light in connection 
with this period. With Odin for their Mars or god of war, 
and Thor for their god of air and storm, they believed that 
their mighty men and heroes would pass to Walhalla, and 




Sword Handle : Bergen Museum. 

there enjoy the future in the same way, but more perfectly, that 
they enjoyed themselves here upon earth— strong symptoms 
of pagans believing in the resurrection of the body. For 
this purpose they buried with them all their implements of war 
and chase, and the horse was killed and placed there to be 
ready, and his boat was there, should he be pleased to row. In 
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the Nordfjord case the bowl is especially fine. Notice the deli- 
cate work in the base of the bowl ; in the woodcut the upper 
subject is the bottom of the bowl. The enamel is very minute, 
the ** chequer " design, one might say, very Scotch. The 
enamel is only on the base of the bowl ; the body is of bronze, 
and the upper rim is ornamented by three heads, as shown in 
the centre of the illustration. This is drawn full size, and the 
base of the bowl one quarter size. 
The two buttons are of single wire, very rudely but cleverly 



arranged, with shanks not likely to be pulled away from the 
body. These are of gold. 

The key of the treasure chest would suggest that many good 
things had been stored therein. Still the list is so complete that 
we could hardly expect more items than those recorded. 

The ivory or bone comb is a fine specimen, and the coloured 
work well preserved. 

The dice also are curious, as being a little longer than quite 
square. 




Sanoe, looking down the Valley. 



The remarkable feature about the contents of this tumulus is a 
set of bone marbles, about one inch in diameter. The sphere or 
marble is flat at the bottom, and has a small hole in it, as these 
were used by men whose lives were spent on their ships, 
(and the west coast of Norway has always some motion). These 
marbles were used to play on the deck, the flat base to keep them 
steady, the hole at the bottom to fit into small pegs in the deck or 
board, to keep them from sliding as the vessel lurched. There was 



a most interesting discussion on this matter at the Society of Arts. 
Deck-marbles were a novelty. Professor Bryce suggested that 
deck-draughts would be a solution of the difficulty, and after refer- 
ring to the antiquity of the game of draughts and the modes of 
playing, Professor Maguierson gave a dissertation on the ancient 
game of "merelles," known in Iceland and Scandinavia as 
*'mylla;" and even in the present day the shepherds and boys 
on our South Downs cut the same pattern in the close turf, and 
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nlay the same game. We therefore come to the conclusion that 
these "bone" treasures had been used on board the vessels of 



the mighty Sea Kings of old ; the little pegs preventing their 
slipping as the ship felt the sea, and also preventing the hero 
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from losing his temper and using -pure Saxon." The same 
precaution is in these days applied to railway chessmen, where 



each figure has its peg, for safety and security. '* Nothing new 
under the sun," said the wise man, and true is it. 



THE STEWART MEMORIAL CATHEDRAL 



HE Stewart Memorial Cathedral is an ecclesias- 
tical edifice which Mrs. Alexander T. Stewart is 
erecting at Garden City, Long Island, as a mo- 
nument to the memory of her late husband. It 
stands in the midst of a park of several acres, 
and will be, when finished, surrounded by a 
<;trn.f ,_. , ^^^^°P's palace, a chapter-house, and other 

structures, which will form a part of the cathedral establishment. 
iWnW^'^^I"^' represent the finished edifice, and a view of the 
Goth . 7\'^y^? ^^ architecture may be called the decorated 
"tnic, and the plan is cruciform, with a single spire over the 




main entrance. The ground plan of the edifice is about one hun- 
dred and fifty feet long, by one hundred feet in width across the 
transepts and porches. The spire is designed to be one hundred 
and ninety-seven feet high ; the height of the nave roof seventy- 
one feet, and the apex of the nave ceiling fifty-three feet. The 
width of the nave is twenty-four feet, and of the aisles twelve feet 
each. From the face of the aisle-walls the transepts project twelve 
feet, and have a width of forty-eight feet. The choir is of unusual 
size, and the chancel has thirteen sides, and will contain thirteen 
windows, which are designed to be filled with the twelve Apostles, 
with the figure of our Saviour in the central opening. The grand 



